
 

 

 

 AUTUMN CLASS NEWSLETTER 

 
 
Core text for 
English 
 
Supplementary 
texts  

Autumn 1 

Beowulf – Michael Morpurgo 
Saint writing: Saint Clare of Assisi 
Black History month 
 
Reading: VIPERS text 
Rainforests 
Weather 

 
 
Core text for 
English 
 
Supplementary 
texts 

Autumn 2 

Street Child - Berlie Doherty 
 
Reading: VIPERS text 
After the Romans 
Hero’s Journey 

 
 
English focus 

Autumn 1 

● Immersion in text - making predictions from images and generating questions. 

● Create a character description. 

● To write an alternative chapter of the story. 

● To create a newspaper report based on events. 

 
 
English focus 

Autumn 2 

● Suspense writing 

● Newspaper reports 

● Information texts 

 
 
Grammar focus 

Autumn 1 

● Metaphors  

● Complex sentences 

● -ed clauses 

● Kennings 



 
 

 

● Adjectives 

● Synonyms 

● Antonyms 

● Pronouns 

 
 
Grammar focus 

Autumn 2 

● Determiners 

● Tenses  

● Relative clauses 

● Directed/reported speech 

● Suffixes 

 
 
Maths focus  

Autumn 1 

● Roman numerals 

● Place value 

● Addition and subtraction 

● Multiplication and division 

 
 
Maths focus 

Autumn 2 

● Multiplication and Division 

● Fractions 

 
 
RE focus 

Autumn 1 

Branch 1: Creation and Covenant 
  
Chosen 
Big Question: Why did Moses trust God even when it was hard?  

 

 
 
RE focus 

Autumn 2 

Branch 2: Prophecy and Promise 
 
Advent Hope  
Big Question: What does it mean to live in hope?  

 
 
Faith in Action 

Autumn 1 

MacMillan Coffee morning – Parents are invited to come into school 
and share tea and cake. Cake bake competition.  Cake sale to be held 
after school. 
 



 
 

 

  
 

CAFOD – Go Green Harvest Festival-children will donate food to 
give to the food banks in our local community. 

 
 
Faith in Action 

Autumn 2 

We are holding a Christmas jumper day on Thursday 10th December, 
when staff and students are encouraged to come into school wearing a 
Christmas jumper or their own clothes in aid of the ‘For Jimmy’ charity in 
memory of teenager Jimmy Mizen who died in an unprovoked attack the 
day after his 16th birthday in 2008.  Children will be asked to bring a £1.00 
donation, to go to this worthy cause.  Drawing strength from their Catholic 

faith, Mr and Mrs Mizen have since worked tirelessly with young people 
across the country, sharing Jimmy’s story with schools and the Catholic 
community, providing workshops on how to stay safe. 
Friday 13th November 

 
 
Foundation subject 
topics  

Autumn 1 

Geography: Physical diversity of South America 
Science: Properties and changes of materials 
Computing: Developing an interactive catching game 
PSHE: Relationships: Risk in friendships/ safety online 
Health and wellbeing: first aid, dealing with accident and emergencies 
Art: Textiles - Embroidery. The Bayeux Tapestry 
MFL: Presenting myself 
PE: Rounders and Tag Rugby 

 
 
Foundation subject 
topics 

Autumn 2 

History: The Vikings and Anglo-Saxons 
Science: Properties and changes of materials 
PSHE: Living in the Wider World 
Art: Amazon rainforest 
Music: Christmas production 
MFL: What is the date? 
PE: Dodgeball and Hockey 

PE days (and kit 
expectations) 

Your child’s PE days will be on Tuesday and Friday. Your child should wear their PE kit to 
school, with their school jumper on top. The PE kit consists of a white t-shirt, navy or black 
bottoms and plimsoles/trainers. Trainers should not be worn when it is not a PE day. 

Ways to help at 
home 

Please listen to your child read regularly. Please sign the reading record book and make a 
comment. Encourage your child to learn their spelling words; a few minutes practice each day 
can make a big difference. 
Building on the daily practice in Year 4, by the Summer term in Year 5 your child is expected to 
have mastered their times tables but they need regular practice to retain the information.  
Please encourage your child to complete their homework which is given on Friday and due back 
by Wednesday. This is to help them consolidate their learning for the week. It is good practice 
to create a routine around this. 



 
 

 

Key dates 
For the full list of dates, please see website – or click here. 

Additional 
information 

You will be updated with a class newsletter every term to show what will be covered in 
lessons. This will also be available on the school website. 
https://www.stjosephs.greenwich.sch.uk  
 
Thank you for your continued support with your child’s learning.  
If you have any questions, the school support email address is below: 
support@stjosephs.greenwich.sch.uk 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

https://www.stjosephs.greenwich.sch.uk/page/?title=Events+Schedule&pid=79
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