
 

 

 

 AUTUMN CLASS NEWSLETTER 

 
 
Theme  

Autumn 1 

It’s Good To Be Me! 

 
 
Theme 

Autumn 2 

Let’s Celebrate! 

 Autumn 1 

Topics we are 
covering this term 

 Family 

 Parts of body  

 Self-identity 

 Black History Month (Maggie Aderin-Pocock- Space Scientist) 
 

 Autumn 2 

Topics we are 
covering this term 

 Traditional tales  

 Religious festivals 

 Personal celebrations  

 
 
Core text for 
English 
 

Autumn 1 

 This is me - George Webster 

 The Family Book - Todd Parr  

 The Colour of Us - Karen Katz  

 Funny Bones - Allen Ahlberg  

 
 
Core text for 
English 
 

Autumn 2 

 Binny’s Diwali  

 Kipper's Birthday - Mick Inkpen & The Blue Balloon – Mick Inkpen   

 The Jolly Christmas Postman - Janet & Allan Ahlberg 

 
 
English focus 

Autumn 1 

 Name writing 

 Identifying families  

 Speaking in full sentences 



 
 

 

 Autumn 2 

  Applying phonic knowledge to attempt to write short simple sentences 

 Creating invitations 

 
 
Phonics focus 

Autumn 1 

Little Wandle phase 2 (single sounds) 

 
 
Phonics focus 

Autumn 2 

Phonics phase 2 single sounds and digraphs  
 
Click here for parent information. 

 
 
Maths focus  

Autumn 1 

 Sorting, comparing and matching  

 Counting and recognising numbers to 10 

 
 
Maths focus 

Autumn 2 

 Subitising to 3 

 Counting and matching up to three objects 

 
 
RE focus 

Autumn 1 

Lighting the Path: Creation and Covenant, Our Wonderful World   
Big Question: Why is our world so Amazing? 
 

 
 
RE focus 

Autumn 2 

Lighting the Path: Prophecy and Promise, Getting Ready 
Big Question: Why do we get ready for special days? 
 

 
 
Faith in Action 

Autumn 1 

MacMillan Coffee morning – Parents are invited to come into school 
and share tea and cake. Cake bake competition.  Cake sale to be held 
after school. 
 

  
 

CAFOD – Go Green Harvest Festival-children will donate food to 
give to the food banks in our local community. 

 
 
Faith in Action 

Autumn 2 

We are holding a Christmas jumper day on Thursday 10th December, when staff and students 
are encouraged to come into school wearing a Christmas jumper or their own clothes in aid of 
the ‘For Jimmy’ charity in memory of teenager Jimmy Mizen who died in an unprovoked 

https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/


 
 

 

attack the day after his 16th birthday in 2008.  Children will be asked to 
bring a £1.00 donation, to go to this worthy cause.  Drawing strength from 
their Catholic faith, Mr and Mrs Mizen have since worked tirelessly with 

young people across the country, sharing Jimmy’s 
story with schools and the Catholic community, 
providing workshops on how to stay safe. 
Friday 13th November 

 
 
EYFS ELG 

The Early Years Foundation Stage defines the curriculum to which we work and is organised 
into seven areas of learning: 
 

 
 
It is important to remember that the Prime and Specific Areas of learning and development 
are interconnected and must be driven by effective learning behaviours. These behaviours are 
known as Characteristics of Effective Learning. 
 

 

PE days (and kit 
expectations) 

PE will be on a Wednesday with Coach and Thursday with the teacher.  Please make sure your 
child arrives in the school PE kit.   
 
Please wear black jogging bottoms/leggings, a white round neck t-shirt and trainers or plimsolls. 
Please wear your school jumper over the top of your PE kit.  

Ways to help at 
home  Encourage Play: Provide opportunities for your child to play, including imaginative play, 

physical play, and interactive games. In this way, you can support their overall 
development and learning. 

 Read Together: Make reading a daily habit. This helps develop language skills and fosters a 
love for books. 

 Explore Nature: Take your child outdoors. Nature walks, park visits, and gardening can 
stimulate curiosity and learning. 

 Create a Routine: Create a daily routine with time for learning, play, and rest. Consistency 
helps children feel secure and organised. 



 
 

 

Key dates 
For the full list of dates, please see website – or click here. 

Additional 
information 

We cannot wait to work with you and your child to ensure they have a great learning experience 
in Reception. 
 
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to get in touch. 
 
School Support: support@stjosephs.greenwich.sch.uk 
 

 

https://www.stjosephs.greenwich.sch.uk/page/?title=Events+Schedule&pid=79

