
 

 

 

 AUTUMN CLASS NEWSLETTER 

 
 
Core text for 
English 
 
Supplementary 
texts  

Autumn 1 

Shackleton’s Journey by William Grill 
 
 
Ice Trap! Shackleton’s Incredible Expedition by M. P. Robertson and Meredith 

 
 
Core text for 
English 
 
Supplementary 
texts 

Autumn 2 

The One and Only Ivan, by Katherine Applegate 

 
 
English focus 

Autumn 1 

● Recount: diary entry.  

● Instructions. 

 
 
English focus 

Autumn 2 

● Non-fiction: information text.  

● Recount: diary entry.  

● Writing to persuade: balanced argument. 

 
 
Grammar focus 

Autumn 1 

● Conjunctions 

● Prepositions 

● Fronted adverbials 

● Paragraphs  

● Parenthesis  

 Autumn 2 



 
 

 

 
Grammar focus 

● Use of conjunctions (e.g. when, if, because, although) to extend a range of 
sentences used with more than one clause.  

● Subordinate clauses to describe setting. 

● Showing time and cause with adverb 

● Conjunctions 

● Prepositions 

● Noun phrases 

● Creating complex starters using fronted adverbials. 

 
 
Maths focus  

Autumn 1 

● Place Value 

● Addition and Subtraction 

 
 
Maths focus 

Autumn 2 

● Area 

● Multiplication and Division 

 
 
RE focus 

Autumn 1 

God's Family What does it mean to belong to God's people? 

 
 
RE focus 

Autumn 2 

The Promised One How do we recognise a promise being kept? 

 
 
Faith in Action 

Autumn 1 

MacMillan Coffee morning – Parents are invited to come into school 
and share tea and cake. Cake bake competition.  Cake sale to be held 
after school. 
 

  
 

CAFOD – Go Green Harvest Festival-children will donate food to 
give to the food banks in our local community. 

 
 
Faith in Action 

Autumn 2 

We are holding a Christmas jumper day on Thursday 
4th December, when staff and students are 
encouraged to come into school wearing a Christmas 
jumper or their own clothes in aid of the ‘For Jimmy’ 
charity in memory of teenager Jimmy Mizen who died 

in an unprovoked attack the day after his 16th birthday in 2008.  Children 
will be asked to bring a £1.00 donation, to go to this worthy cause.  Drawing strength from 
their Catholic faith, Mr. and Mrs Mizen have since worked tirelessly with young people across 



 
 

 

the country, sharing Jimmy’s story with schools and the Catholic 
community, providing workshops on how to stay safe. 
Friday 13th November 

 
 
Foundation subject 
topics  

Autumn 1 

Geography: The Polar Regions 
Science: Electricity 
Computing: Programming 
PSHE: Health and Wellbeing 
Art: Sculptures 
MFL: Phonics Lesson 2 and I’m learning Spanish 

 
 
Foundation subject 
topics 

Autumn 2 

History: Romans 
Science: Materials 
PSHE: Relationships 
Music: Glockenspiel 
Art: Christmas themed 
MFL: I can 

PE days (and kit 
expectations) 

Mondays with Miss Lopez doing rounders Fridays with Coach doing tag-rugby. Kit expectation 
is white t-shirt, dark tracksuit bottoms or shorts, trainers and St. Joseph’s school jumper. 

Ways to help at 
home 

Please practise times tables at home (we practise throughout the week in class) and spellings 
(test on Fridays) for homework. Read every day and make sure the reading record is signed and 
handed in.  
Your child has their own username and password for ‘Times Tables Rock Stars’. It is important 
that they are able to recall number facts at speed to aid them with their daily maths work. 
 
Homework will be given out every Friday to be completed by the following Wednesday. 

Key dates 
For the full list of dates, please see website – or click here. 

Additional 
information 

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to get in touch. 
 
School Support: support@stjosephs.greenwich.sch.uk 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

https://www.stjosephs.greenwich.sch.uk/page/?title=Events+Schedule&pid=79

