
 

 

 
 

 AUTUMN CLASS NEWSLETTER 

 
 
Core text for 
English 
 
Supplementary 
texts  

Autumn 1 

The Great Food Bank Heist by Onjali Q Rauf. 
 
 
The Stone Age. 

 
 
Core text for 
English 
 
Supplementary 
texts 

Autumn 2 

The Wild Way Home by Sophie Kirtley.  
 
 
Ancient Egypt. 

 
 
English focus 

Autumn 1 

● Recount (Diary entry). 
● Making our own heist. 
● Poetry. 

 
 
English focus 

Autumn 2 

● Recount (Diary entry). 
● Character and setting description.  
● Poetry.  

 
 
Grammar focus 

Autumn 1 

● First person writing.  
● Descriptive language. 
● Opinions.  
● Facts.  
● First person narrative writing.  
● Chronological writing. 
● Repetition. 
● Verb tenses.  
● Sentence forms. 
● Punctuation. 
● Expanded noun phrases. 



 
 

 

 
 
Grammar focus 

Autumn 2 

● Fronted adverbials 
● Causal and contrasting conjunctions. 
● Dialogue and correct punctuation. 
● Verbs and adverbs. 
● Estimation of time. 
● Rhetorical questions. 
● Similes and metaphor 
● Recapping capital letters and full stops and question marks. 

● Expanded noun phrases 

 
 
Maths focus  

Autumn 1 

Place Value - Read and write numbers to at least 1000 in numerals and in words. Recognise 
the place value of each digit in a three-digit number (hundreds, tens and ones). Partition 
numbers in different ways. Compare and order numbers up to 1000. 
 
Addition and Subtraction - Mental calculations. formal written method, solving number 
Problems. 

 
 
Maths focus 

Autumn 2 

Addition and Subtraction - Mental calculations. formal written method, solving number 
Problems.  
 
Multiplication and Division - recall and use facts for the 3, 4 and 8 times tables. 

 
 
RE focus 

Autumn 1 

Creation and Covenant – The story of creation. 
 
The Big Question – Why make promises? 

 
 
RE focus 

Autumn 2 

Prophecy and promise – Voices of hope. 
 
The Big Question – Why do we need people who tell the truth? 

 

 
 
Faith in Action 

Autumn 1 

MacMillan Coffee morning – Parents are invited to come into school 
and share tea and cake. Cake bake competition.  Cake sale to be held 
after school. 
 

  
 

CAFOD – Go Green Harvest Festival-children will donate food to 
give to the food banks in our local community. 

  



 
 

 

 
 
Faith in Action 

Autumn 2 

We are holding a Christmas jumper day on Thursday 10th December, 
when staff and students are encouraged to come into school wearing a 
Christmas jumper or their own clothes in aid of the ‘For Jimmy’ charity in 
memory of teenager Jimmy Mizen who died in an unprovoked attack the 
day after his 16th birthday in 2008.  Children will be asked to bring a £1.00 
donation, to go to this worthy cause.  Drawing strength from their Catholic 

faith, Mr and Mrs Mizen have since worked tirelessly with young people 
across the country, sharing Jimmy’s story with schools and the Catholic 
community, providing workshops on how to stay safe. 
Friday 13th November 

 
 
Foundation subject 
topics  

Autumn 1 

Geography: The UK and Directions.  
Science: Forces and Magnets.  
Computing: Communication and collaboration - We are Detectives! 
PSHE: Relationships.  
Art: Block Printing.  
MFL: Introduction to Spanish. 

 
 
Foundation subject 
topics 

Autumn 2 

History: Stone Age, Bronze Age and Iron Age. 
Science: Rocks. 
Art: Stone Age Art.  
PSHE: Living in the wider world.  
Geography: The UK and Directions.  
Science: Rocks.  
Computing: Computational Thinking - We are Game Testers! 
MFL: Spanish: Colours and numbers, I can, at school and what is the date? 

PE days (and kit 
expectations) 

Your child’s PE day will be on a Tuesday and Friday (outdoor, weather permitting). 
  
Your child should wear their PE kit to school, with their school jumper on top.  The PE kit should 
consist of a white t-shirt, navy or black bottoms and plimsolls/trainers. The school has to teach 
the National Curriculum and PE is a vital element of this.  Participating regularly in physical 
activity is important to develop habits for a healthy adult life.   

Ways to help at 
home 

Please listen to your child read every day and discuss the text they are reading. As their books 
become more complex it is even more important they have the chance to discuss them with 
an adult. Please sign the reading record book and make a comment. 
 
Your child has their own account and password for ‘Times Tables Rockstars’. It is important 
that they are able to recall number facts at speed to aid them with their daily maths work. If 
they are not yet confident this is a vital area to work on with them. 
 
Encourage your child to write at home, stories and letters or maybe they could keep a diary. 
This is to also promote their well-being in a positive way.  
 
Continue to borrow books of interest from the school and public library to find out all they can 
on this term’s topics. You could also play a range of maths based games, such as Yahtzee or any 



 
 

 

games that involve using a dice. Discuss the rules and strategies that you use, explaining to your 
child what you are doing and why. 

Key dates 
For the full list of dates, please see website – or click here. 

Additional 
information 

A very warm welcome to Year 3! Looking forward to working with you and meeting you this 
year! 
 
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to get in touch. 
 
School Support: support@stjosephs.greenwich.sch.uk 
 

 
 
 

https://www.stjosephs.greenwich.sch.uk/page/?title=Events+Schedule&pid=79

