
 

 

 

 AUTUMN CLASS NEWSLETTER 

 
 
Core text for 
English 
 
 
Supplementary 
texts  

Autumn 1 

In English, this term we will begin the term by researching our class saint, ‘St Teresa of Calcutta’ 
and read a variety of texts to develop our language and storytelling.  
 
Our core text for this half term is ‘Inside The Villains,’ by Coltide Perrin. It is a truly exquisite, 
oversized, lift the flap book that delves into the secrets and tricks of well-known fairy tale villains 
such as The Wolf, the Giant and the Witch.  
 

 

 
 
Core text for 
English 
 
 
Supplementary 
texts 

Autumn 2 

Throughout this half term, we will be exploring ‘‘The Tunnel,” by Anthony Brown and Vlad and 
the great fire of London by Kate Cunningham 
 
‘The Tunnel,’ is a fantastic book with wonderful imaginative imagery. It delves into overcoming 
sibling rivalry and facing fears in a magical, eerie forest. The children will use drama and text 
mapping to embed new vocabulary to write a diary entry. 

 
 
English focus 

Autumn 1 

● Finger spaces, full stops and capital letters 

● Statement and question sentences 

● Understanding word groups - nouns, verbs, adjectives and adverbs 

● Using noun phrases - adjective + noun 

● Similes 

 
 
English focus 

Autumn 2 

● Creative writing 

● Finger spaces, full stops and capital letters 

● Statement, question and exclamation sentences 

● Understanding word groups - nouns, verbs, adjectives and adverbs 

● Using noun phrases - adjective + noun 

● Similes 



 
 

 

 
 
Phonics focus 

Daily Phonics and Reading practice sessions.  
 
This term, we will be revisiting Phase 5 sounds and word cards from the Little Wandle’s Letter 
and Sounds programme. Any gaps in the children’s knowledge will be followed up with an 
intervention using Daily Catch-up. 
https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk 
 
Please see the following link for parent support at home; 
https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/ 
 
We teach children to read through reading practice sessions three times a week. These are 
taught by a fully trained adult to small groups of approximately six children. We use books 
matched to the children’s secure phonic knowledge using the Little Wandle Letters and Sounds 
Revised assessments and book matching grids on pages 11–20 of ‘Application of phonics to 
reading’. The decodable reading practice book is taken home after the third reading session to 
ensure success is shared with the family. Please bring reading records and levelled books every 
day. 

 
 
Maths focus  

Autumn 1 

Number Place Value 
 

● Read and write numbers to at least 100 in numerals and in words 
● Recognise the place value of each digit in a two-digit number (tens, ones) 
● Identify, represent and estimate numbers using different representations, including the 

number line 
● Compare and order numbers from 0 up to 100; use <, > and = signs 
● Partition any two-digit number into different combinations of tens and ones, explaining 

● their thinking verbally, in pictures or using apparatus 
 
Addition and Subtraction 

● Addition and subtraction bonds within 20 
● Bonds to 100 (tens) 
● Add and subtract 1s 
● Add by making 10 
● Add three 1-digit numbers 

 
 
Maths focus 

Autumn 2 

Addition and Subtraction 

● Add and subtract across 10 

● Subtract a 1-digit number from a 2-digit number (across a 10)  

● Add two 2-digit numbers (not across a 10) 

● Subtract two 2-digit numbers (across a 10)  

● Mixed addition and subtraction 

 
Shape 

● Recognise 2-D and 3-D shapes 

● Count sides on 2-D shapes 

https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/
https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/


 
 

 

● Count vertices on 2-D shapes 

● Draw 2-D shapes 

● Lines of symmetry on shapes 

● Use lines of symmetry to complete shapes 

● Sort 2-D / 3-D shapes 

● Count faces on 3-D shapes 

 
 
RE focus 

Autumn 1 

Creation and Covenant: Called by God 
Big Question: Why did God choose Abraham? 

 
 
RE focus 

Autumn 2 

Prophecy and Promise: Good News 
Big Question: Why is Christmas good news? 

 
 
Faith in Action 

Autumn 1 

MacMillan Coffee morning – Parents are invited to come into school and 
share tea and cake. Cake bake competition.  Cake sale to be held after 
school. 

 
  

 
CAFOD – Go Green Harvest Festival-children will donate food to 
give to the food banks in our local community. 

 
 
Faith in Action 

Autumn 2 

We are holding a Christmas jumper day on Thursday 4th December, when 
staff and students are encouraged to come into school wearing a Christmas 
jumper or their own clothes in aid of the ‘For Jimmy’ charity in memory of 
teenager Jimmy Mizen who died in an unprovoked attack the day after his 
16th birthday in 2008.  Children will be asked to bring a £1.00 donation, to 
go to this worthy cause.  Drawing strength from their Catholic faith, Mr and 

Mrs Mizen have since worked tirelessly with young 
people across the country, sharing Jimmy’s story with schools and the 
Catholic community, providing workshops on how to stay safe. 
Friday 13th November 

 
 
Foundation subject 
topics  

Autumn 1 

Geography: UK Weather 
Science: Animals Including Humans  
Computing: Programming on screen 
PSHE: Relationships - Friendships 
Art: Colouring and Drawing 
PE: Movement and spatial awareness 

  



 
 

 

 
 
Foundation subject 
topics 

Autumn 2 

History: WW1 and Remembrance 
Science: Animals Including Humans 
PSHE: Relationships - Behaviour 
Art: Clay poppies and Christmas themed Art 
Music: Genre: Exploring South African Style 
PE: Ball skills 

PE days (and kit 
expectations) 

Tuesday and Wednesday - please wear black or navy jogging bottoms/leggings, a white round 
neck t-shirt and trainers or plimsolls. Please wear your school jumper over the top of your PE 
kit.  No jewellery. 

Ways to help at 
home 

Please bring in book bags every day. Books will be changed on Thursdays with the reading 
books and signed record book. Please ensure you are reading with your child at home every 
evening for a minimum of ten minutes. Please log all reading in your child’s reading record.  
 
Activities to do at home:  

Practice letter sounds everyday 
● Phonics games https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/resources/phase/2/picnic-on-pluto  
● Share a book   
● Practice reading and writing the “tricky words” 
● Counting/recognising numbers 
● Encourage independent writing  
● Counting to and from 100. 
● Adding and subtracting two digit numbers 
● Using household items to count and make groups such as pasta, socks etc.  
● Playing dice games such as Ludo to help with number recognition. 

 
Homework will be given out every Friday and must be returned on Wednesdays.   

 
Key dates For the full list of dates, please see website – or click here. 

Additional 
information 

A very warm welcome to Year 2! Looking forward to working with you and meeting you this 
year! 
 
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to get in touch. 
 
School Support: support@stjosephs.greenwich.sch.uk 
 

 

https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/resources/phase/2/picnic-on-pluto
https://www.stjosephs.greenwich.sch.uk/page/?title=Events+Schedule&pid=79

